ATRO BY-LAWS
ARTICLE I- Name
Section 1

The name of this organization shall be Abington Township Rockledge Borough Republican Organization hereby referred to as ATRO.
ARTICLE II· Purpose
Section 1

The purpose of ATRO shall be to: promote good, honest and efficient local
government at the most economical cost; further the interests of Abington Township and Rockledge Borough; advance the aims of the Republican party through a unified Republican electorate and cooperate lo tile fullest with the efforts of other Republican Organizations at the county, state and national level.
ARTICLE III - Location
Section 1

The principal office of this Committee shall be located and-maintained within Abington Township Rockledge Borough, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.
Current address is P.O Box 615 Abington, PA 19001
ARTICLE IV - Membership
Section ·1
Section 2
Section 3
                                      Section 4

All registered electors of the Republican Party residing in Abington Township and Rockledge Borough shall be eligible for (active) membership in ATRO.
Any qualified person as defined in Section 1 above may become an active member by payment of dues to the Financial Secreta1y in accordance with the provisions of Article IX - Dues. Persons in violation of Article IV, Section 5, within the past six months from
application will not be accepted.
The Executive Committee shall consist of two people from each election district in Abington Township and Rockledge Borough who are the elected or appointed Republican Committeeperson, plus the elected ATRO party officers ex officio, and shall be referred to as Executive Committee Members. Each must be a qualified elector of tile Republican Party prior to the time committee petitions are circulated. Executive committee members shall be elected every four years by the Republican electors of the districts in which they reside. Members of tile Executive Committee (elected or appointed committee people) who permanently moved from their election district shall be disqualified from the Executive Committee. The office shall be declared vacant after thirty (30) days.
Section 4       All members of the Executive Committee shall automatically be members of ATRO
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and the Montgomery County Republican Committee and shall be required to pay dues in accordance to Article IX - Dues.
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Adopted November 2010

Effective January 2011

Section 5
Section 6
Section 7
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Section 8
Section 9



All members of the Executive Committee in ATRO are encouraged to promote and support the endorsed Republican candidate m the primary election and must support the endorsed Republican candidate in the general election.
Any member of the Executive Committee in ATRO who does not support the endorsed Republican candidate in the general election shall be sanctioned in the event evidence shows that  he/she contributes to or supports and works for the nominee of any party other than the Republican Party in either the primary .and/or general election, provided however that before such action by the Chairman is authorized, procedures shall be followed in Article V, Section 5.
A sanction consists of public admonishment, and to inform each committeeperson of stating the violation via correspondence. To initiate a sanction, a letter of complaint must be sent to the Chairman by an Executive Committeeperson. A hearing will commence within thirty (30) days al the call of the Chair for the complainant and alleged violator to be heard by a special committee appointed by the Chair. If the special committee votes to recommend a sanction, the issue will go before the full Executive Committee for a final vote on the sanctioned. At this final hearing, both parties will have the opportunity to state their case. A sanction may include the inability in the future to hold any elected Executive position in ATRO and would not qualify for any financial support in future elections.
In the event an ATRO committee person knowingly supports anyone other than the endorsed Republican candidates in the general election, and has be proven as such, said person will not receive any ATRO endorsement in future elections, will not be able to hold any elected executive position in ATRO, and will not qualify for any financial support from
ATRO in any future elections.
A member in "good standing" is one whose dues are paid for the current year, and one
who has attended a minimum of five (5) monthly rneetings out of the last ten (10) regularly scheduled meetings held by the Organization, unless an excused absence by the Chairman. The Chairman must give the Recording Secretary the names of the excused.
The term "member" as used herein shall denote a member in good standing.
ARTICLE V • Officers, Elections, and Organization
The elected County Representative for ATRO shall consist of Area Leader and

Assistant Area Leader.
The elected officers of ATRO shall consist of a Chairman, Vice-Chairman,

Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary, and Treasurer.
The Officers and County Representative shall be elected by the Executive Committee in even numbered years, and to hold office must be an active member in good standing.
Only individuals holding the position of Committeeperson shall be able to vote.
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Section 4
Section 5

The Officers shall hold office for four (4) years until their successors are elected and qualify and are only eligible to serve two consecutive terms for the same office. The elected Officers and County Representative of the Organization shall manage tile every day affairs of ATRO.
An Officer or County Representative of ATRO may be recalled by the following procedure:
(A) A petition for recall is submilted at a regular meeting requiring the signatures of
50% plus 1 of the full Executive Committee.
Section 6
Section 7
(8) 
Thereafter, a special rneeting must be held not less than thirty (30) clays or more than sixty (60) days after the petition has been presented.   At the special meeting, there will be:
·
(1) Ar. opportunity shall be given to the Officer or County Representative to present their defense if they so desire.
(2) There will be a vote on tl1e recall requiring 2/3 of the entire Executive
· Committee to vote for said recall for a removal to be effect ive
(3) Thereafter, there will be an immediate election to fill the unexpired term of the Officer or County Representative that was recalled or resigned based on the customary simple majority vote.
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Election for Officers and County Representative (Article V, Section 1) shall take place at the meeting of the Executive Committee during the month immediately following the Primary election in the even numbered years.  All elections for which there is a contest shall be by secret ballot. Any person living in Abington Township or Rockledge Borough and eligible in regular membership shall be eligible to hold office except for the office of Chairman. If a person holds an elected office in Abington Township or Rockledge Borough, said person shall not hold the office of Chairman of ATRO.
In the event an Officer and County Representative shall die, resign, become permanently incapacitated, or shall cease to be a resident of Abington Township or Rockledge Borough, a meeting of ATRO shall be called by the Chairman or Acting Chairman not before 30
days or more than 60 days later from the occurrence. At the meeting a successor shall be elected to fill the unexpired term of the Officer and County Representative.  It is understood that such a meeting will only be valid if proper written notice is given to each member of the Executive Committee.


ARTICLE VI - Duties of Officers
Section ·1

Chairman - The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of ATRO and the Executive Committee, (except for a vote on a petition for recall, or a vote on recall of the Chairman. where such function shall be filled by the Vice-Chairman); shall authorize
the call of all meetings of the Committees, and shall exercise the functions of a presiding
officer in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order. 
The Chairman shall take roll call at all meetings.
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ARTICLE VII – Executive Committee
Section 1
Section 2

Membership on the Executive Committee shall be determined as prescribed in     Article I\/, Section 3.  Only those Executive Committee members shall be eligible to endorse or nominate candidates in whose election district l ward they reside a_nd vote.
The Executive Committee at its annual meeting in the month following the Primary elections in even numbered years shall elect the Officers of ATRO.  The Executive Committee shall have the power and duly to decide the policies of ATRO, approve or endorse candidates for elected office, and support them in such manner as the Executive Committee deems proper. Such endorsements are subject to Article VII, Section 1. Only the Committee person in good standing shall be entitled to a vote except that they may by proxy, authorize any other member of ATRO in good standing from their election district to vote in their stead. Typed proxies will be made available by the Recording Secretary to all Executive members.  Proxies may also be in writing but must be signed and witnessed and in the following form:
PROXY
I, the undersigned. a member of the Executive Committee of the Abington-Rockledge Republican Organization hereby makes, constitute, and appoint
as
my true and lawful proxy with full power of substitution and revocation, for me and in my name, place and stead, to attend and represent me at the meeting of the Executive Committee of ATRO to be held on the ____ day of ___________, 20 __ and to vote upon matters, and take part in the transaction of any and all business that may come before the said meeting as fully and with like effect as I could if personally present voting,
hereby ratifying and confirming that my said proxy may do or cause to be done in the premises.

DATED:  _______________________ 20 __
Executive Committee Member
Signed in the presence of:
Section 3
· 
The proxy shall be dated subsequent to the last regular or special meeting but prlor to the current meeting.
·
There are seventy-eight (78) members of the Executive Committee. Responsibilities of the Executive Committee include:
(1) Staffing of polling places all day during the primary and general elections
(2) Attending at least five Executive Committee meetings ·
(3) Register new voters within your district based on the move-in list
(4) Attract new members to ATRO
(5} Financially support ATRO lo the best of your ability
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The Chairman shall be charged with the duty of directing the fund-raising
activities of ATRO. The Chairman and Treasurer shall sign all written contracts and obligations of ATRO. The Chairman shall represent ATRO in all matters concerning Abington Township and Rockledge Borough Committee, and County Republican Organizations with the Area Leader. Should the Chairman be away from his/her office for any reason, the Vice-Chairman  shall  temporarily  hold said office,  stating in  writing  when the Chairman will resume his/her duties or until the next election.
Section 2

Vice-Chairman - The Vice Chairman shall preside at all rneetings should the Chairman be away from his/her office for any reason. The Vice-Chairman will hold said office until the Chairman resumes his/her duties or until the next election, should the Chairman be unable to fulfill his/her duties. The Vice-Chairman will temporarily hold said office until the Executive Committee h0lcls an election within sixty {60) days.
Section 3
Recording /Corresponding Secretary - The Recording Secretary shall notify each member of every meeting of ATRO, issue all other authorized notices to members, make and
keep a true record of all meetings of ATRO, and of _the Executive Committee in a permanent book, distribute copies of the previous meetings Officers and Executive 

Committee one week prior to the next scheduled meeting, distribute to remaining members at next scheduled meeting, make proxies available, have custody of all properly and papers other than money of ATRO and conduct correspondence. The Recording Secretary shall certify the minutes of all meetings. Use of internet 
communications is encouraged.
Section 4

Financial Secretary - The Financial Secretary shall keep an accurate list of all members of the Republican Party in Abington Township and Rockledge Borough, of all members of · ATRO, of all members of the Executive Committee, collect dues and pay them to the Treasurer, report on members that are delinquent, issue membership cards. and assist the Recording Secretary in sending out notices to the members, and in the absence of the Recording Secretary, keep an accurate record of all meetings of ATRO and the Executive Committee.
Section 5
Treasurer - The Treasurer shall be overall responsible to lhe Officers and Executive Committee for the funds of ATRO, to include the preparation of the Annual Budget, presenting the monthly Treasurer's Report at scheduled meetings, and assisting with fund raising activities as directed by the Chairman. The Treasurer shall correct all monies due 
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ARTICLE VIII - Meetings
Section 1

Written notice of all meetings stating the purpose thereof will l,e mailed or e-mailed to the members of the Executive Committee at least seven (7) days before- the date of such meeting.
·
Regular Meetings - The Executive Committee shall hold at least one meeting per month. except July and August, within Abington Township or Rockledge Borough except upon vote by the Executive Committee, waiving said meeting, generally to be held on the third Wednesday of the month. The policy of ATRO is that all meetings of the Executive Committee shall be open meetings; however, by majority vote of those Executive Committee members present and voting, the Executive Committee may hold an Executive session.
Recall and Sanction Meetings - In accordance with Article V, Section 5, tile signatures of 50% plus 1 of the full Executive Board is required to have a recall and sanction meeting.
Special Meetings - The Chairman may also call such other meetings, as he may deem
desirable. A Special rneeting may also be called upon the written request of ten (10) members of the Executive Committee, or by 15% of registered Republican electors of Abington Township and Rockledge Borough who voted in the most recent municipal election.
Section 2
Section 3

Quorum- A majority of all Committeepersons in good standing must be present in person or by proxy to constitute a quorum.
Order of Business - The following order of business shall be observed al all regular meetings of the Executive Committee, and shall not be set aside except in a motion supported by a majority vote of those attending the meeting:
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Roll Call and Introduction of Guests
3. Approval of the minutes of the previous regular or special meeting
4. Report of Treasurer and / or Financial Secretary
5. Report of Officers of Executive Committee, State Committeeman and Area Leader
6. Report of Standing Committee I Ad Hoc Committees
7. Unfinished Business
8. Nominations and Elections
9. New Business
10. Announcements
11. Adjournment
                                    -6-

ARTICLE IX - DUES

Section 1
The dues for active members shall be:







Individual

$25.00







Sustaining
$50.00







Sponsor

$75.00







Patron

$100.00




Chairman’s Club

Individual

$200.00




Chairman’s Club

Couple

$300.00


Section 2

Current Year - The current year shall be from the first day of January until the

thirty first day of December.


·
ARTICLE X - Committees
Section 1
Section 2
Section 3


Standing Committees - There shall be the following standing committees:
Public Relations, Finance, Voters Re9islralion, Hospitality (Sunshine), Social, By­ laws/Sanctions, Audit and Election Committee. The Chairman of ATRO shall appoint Committee Chair by September of the even numbered year.
All committees, except the Executive Committee, shall be appointed by the Chairman from the membership of ATRO. All committees appointed by the Chairman must have at least 2 members of the Executive Committee serving. There shall be a Chairman of each committee appointed by the Chairman of ATRO. There shall be a report from each Committee Chairman at the meetings of the Executive Committee. The Chairman of
ATRO, at his discretion, may appoint ad hoc committees from time to time.
The Chairman shall appoint a Nominating Committee, four (4) months prior to the Primary Election consisting or five (5) persons. Two shall be elected committee persons, two shall come from the general membership, and one from the elected officers other than the Chairman. No more than one person serving this Committee shall come from a particular voting district. This committee shall submit nominees for Officers of ATRO at the next regular meeting, at which time nominations may also be submitted from the floor.
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ARTICLE XI - Endorsement of _Candidates for Elected Office
	Section 1
	The Executive Committee is obligated to seek out, promote and support candidates for public office who best represent the principals of the Republican Party without regard to age, sex, religion, national origin or any other discriminatory delineation. ATRO members and committee persons are strongly encouraged to support and promote Republican endorsed candidates in the primary election and must support in the general election.

	
	

	Section 2
	When an office is to be contested in one ward only, then the duly qualified committee persons representing that ward will meet to select and endorse the candidate for the proposed office. The endorsed nominee is the candidate who receives 50% plus one vote of the committee persons eligible to vote.  Should a candidate fail to receive the required votes, then a proposal for an alternate candidate or a re-vote should be taken. Then, should no candidate receive the required votes, the contest shall be declared open.


	
	

	Section 3
	When an office is to be contested in a district comprising more than one ward but less than the entire township, such as District Justice, State Representative or Constable, than the duty of the qualified Committeeperson representing

the area in which the candidate shall run shall meet under the chairmanship of the Chairman or Vice Chairman to determine if there is a candidate they wish to propose for the office. The endorsed nominee is the candidate who receives 50% plus one of the Committeeperson eligible to vote. Should a person fail to be endorsed after being proposed pursuant to this section, then a proposal for an alternate candidate or a re-vote should be taken. Then, should no candidate receive the required votes, the contest shall be declared open.


	Section 4
	When an office is to be contested on a township and borough wide basis; such as, School Board, State Committeeperson, State Senate; Treasurer/Tax Collector, all duly qualified Committee people representing the area in which the candidate shall run shall meet under the chairmanship of the Chairman or Vice Chairman to determine if there is a candidate they wish to propose for the office. The endorsed nominee is the candidate who receives 50% plus one of the Committeeperson eligible to vote. ·


	Section 5
	When an office is to contested township wide the Chairman shall appoint a Search Committee who in such manner as it shall determine, shall propose candidates to the Executive Committee.


	
	

	Section 6
	Rockledge Borough committee people endorse their own local candidates.


	
	

	Section 7
	The Executive Committee shall meet at a meeting called for the purpose of considering candidates proposed under Sections 3 and 4.


	
	

	Section 8
	Should a candidate fail to be endorsed after being proposed pursuant to Section 4, then
any member of the Executive Committee may propose a candidate.  Such a proposal must be seconded by two members. Such a candidate shall be endorsed if at least 50% plus one of the Executive Committee present and voting agree.
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Should no candidate be endorsed by the Executive Committee then a contest shall be declared an open one, and ATRO is barred from expending its funds for the nomination or election of any candidate for that office. To that extent, ATRO shall give advice and procedural aid to any candidate in such an open contest. It must give the same advice and aid to any qualified Republican elector seeking that office.
·
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1


Article XII - Questions
When a question is scheduled to appear on the ballot, then the Executive Committee may adopt a position in favor, opposed or no position, to the passage of that question. A motion recommending such a position shall be carried if 50% plus one of the Executive Committee present and voting agrees.
Article Xiii- Roberts Rules of Order
Where these By-Laws are silent on a question of order, the parliamentarian shall rule using a current edition of  Rober ts  Rules of Order· as the reference.
ARTICLE XIV· Amendments
Amendments to the by-laws may be made only when proposed at a regular meeting of the Executive Committee and approved by an affirmative vote of the majority at a subsequent meeting of the Executive committee, regular or special, upon prior notice. lf the ATRO By-Laws are in conflict with the MCRC By-Laws; then the MCRC By-laws shall supersede.
ARTICLE XV - Solicitor
Section 1
Section 1

The Chairman. subject to the approval of the Executive Committee, shall have the right to appoint a Solicitor to advise and counsel ATRO, and shall determine legal questions, and serve as Parliamentarian.
ARTICLE XVI - Effective Date
These By-Laws shall be effective as of the Meeting of the Executive Committee for the month following their approval by the Executive Committee.
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